
L E T  A L L  T H E  W O R L D  I N  E V E R Y  C O R N E R  S I N G

When you were studying "l Sing.3lib nlmighrfPo.Vqr of GiJd_" writtonby_lsaac Watts you learned that the
Christian Church in those earliet year: di('irot ll l ieve in singing hymns tlial had been written by talented
persons of  that  era.  A l l  the, thurch.  author i t ies s t ronSly fe l t  that  only  the poet ica l  ar rangements of  the
Book of Psalms called pariiphrases were worthy to be sung by Christians. lYlany persons, however, did
write poetry that was meant to be used for their orivn piersonal devotions. 
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One of those early po"ts i"ai a cle.rgyman named George. Herbei!: George had nq;.planned as he was grow-
ing up on becoming a p leacher .  He wantcd tu go in to pol i t ics ' 'and be a govslhr ient  of f ic ia l .  As a young
man,  unt i l  George was about  32 ycars o ld,  t rc 'was a favor i td  in .  K ingJames: l  Cour t .  Af ter  the k ingdied
George Herber t  decidcd: . to  l ' takc holy  o1di rs , "  as going in to theminis t iy  was known in those days,  and
he was ordained by rhcr  Establ ishcd Ch!rch of  England and bec.ar i re  rectof 'o f  a  church in  Bremerton,
England.  Hc only  scrved th&c lor  thrcr l  ye, i15,  howcvcr ,  for  h; -cdntractcd tubeicutos is  and d ied when he
was 39 yc, r r : . ,1 . .J .

However,  thoso thrcc br ic l  yc i6.brought  arr  inrmcrsc '  amounl  o l .poctry 'ar rd wr i t ing f rorr r  th is  versat i le ,
hu m ble,  and dcd icatcd m an.  Hc hai l the wondcr fu I  ab i l i ty  to  takc s l t .n-p le,  s inccrc idcas and pr  oduce poetry
having "homcly imagcry and quaint  hqmor"  to  qLrote.  onc o l  the 'pe ' rsorrs  who has wr i t tcn about  h is  l i fe
and work.

"Homely imagcry"  me:urs that  Gcorge Hcrbcr l  wJs,rb le 1c- l  takc ord inary,  cvcryday objects  and develop
beaut i fu l  thoughts aboul  thcm. "Quaint  humor"  means th. r t  hc was ablc  1o wf i te  those thoughts so that
they brought  a b i t  o f  ga iety  or  a chucklc  ot  Inughlcr  when onc re. rds thcm.

George Herber t 's  sacred poetry  f ina l ly  was d iscovered to bc cxcc l l ! 'n t  mat t ' r ia l  1or  hymns,  but  i t took a
great  many years for  church leaders to  real ize i t .  Georgc 's  hyrrn which wc arc s tudyinS "Let  Al l  the Wor ld
in Every Corner  Sing"  was f i rs t  ca l led by an odd name Ant iphon.  Your  choi r  d i rectorcan expla in to
you more about  s ing ing that  is  ca l led ont iphonal .  George Herber t  mc. ln t  fo f  th is  b i t  o f  poetry  to  be sung
just  that  way wi th everyone jo in ing on the f i rs t  two and the last  two l ines whi le  a so lo vo ice or  a choi r
group s ings the middle four  l ines.

The musical  form of  th is  hymn might  be thought  of  as a sandwich!  A sandwich hastwosl icesof  bread
wi th a layer  of  meat  or  cheese or  other  f i l l ing between them. Think of  the f i rs t  two l ines as one s l ice
of  bread -  "Let  a l l  the wor ld in  every corner  s ing my God and King"  then we have a f i l l ing in  the f i rs t
s tanza that  says:  "The heavens are not  too h igh,  His  pra ise may th i ther  f ly ;  The ear th is  not  too low,  His
pra ises there may grow."  (The second stanza wi l l  be another  k ind of  f i l l ing,  o f  course!)  Then we can put

the other  s l ice of  bread on the f i l l ing "Let  a l l  the wor ld,  e tc . "  and complete the song.

Dean Mccutcheon,  who wrote the excel lent  tune for  th is  lovely  text ,  was the edi tor  of  the Methodis t
Church hymnal  that  was publ ished about  1935.  That  was when the Methodis t  denominat ion was f ina l ly
re-uni ted fo l lowing many years of  having been spl i t  in to three fact ions because of  our  Civ i l  War.  The
tune is  ca l led "Al l  the Wor ld"  and seems to f i t  the words verv wonderfu l lv  because i t  has the same k ind
of  s impl ic i ty  as George Herber t 's  poem.
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